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December - A Time of Giving!
Welcome to our Tenth Virtual CEC Meeting and as always for taking the time
from your busy schedules to join us here tonight. It is always a pleasure to hear
from you, your comments, questions, and ideas as we continue school improvement
and progress in all areas of our work.
During the month of December, we enter the season of giving. Last month we reflected on
this unprecedented time and how it would soon be a thing of the past. At present time we are
entering that new season. As you may already know the *Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) has issued the first Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for a vaccine for the
prevention of coronavirus disease, 2019. This is a significant milestone in combating this
overwhelming pandemic that has affected so many families in the United States and around
the world. When we think about the work that needs to take place in order to develop this
vaccine to meet the FDA’s rigorous, scientific standards for safety, efficiency, and
manufacturing demands for not only quality products, but as I stated, done expeditiously
and with particular design for emergency use and approval. It is impossible to not recognize
the innovative minds that are working together to save lives and at the same time to prevent
sickness. These are remarkable minds that thrive on the belief of their purpose in human
service and even saving lives from the terrible scars of such diseases. These first responders,
doctors, nurses, technicians and all medical providers are our gifts and the vaccine developed
by ingenious minds is their gift and our gift. On behalf of our Community School District, I
wholeheartedly thank them!!!
On another note my thinking shifts to our students immediately, from 3K, Pre-K through
grade 8 and further, we observe our students working on rigorous project-based learning and
how their minds and hands work together, creating, building, deconstructing and
reconstructing, and their incredible minds deeply in the thinking process. They explain their
ideas and thoughts and in an astonishing manner look at us wondering why we did not
know this work already! We might have had a surprised look because we did not know just
how much deep thinking went into these projects. It always amazes us, but also confirms
what our students are capable of doing. Our students will one day be those Scientists, those
Engineers, those Technology experts, engaged in the sophisticated work of invention and
innovation working in service of humanity and always for an improved, healthier, and safer
world. Tonight I reiterate, 2021, is a Year of Hope and Excellence! For those reasons we at
District 32, continue to confirm our belief, that all children are capable of SUCCESS, no
EXCEPTIONS

*FDA Release, December 11, 2020
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Re-opening in Safe Schools
From the moment we moved into Full Remote Learning we also began planning on reopening
our school buildings and bringing our students back into the formal classroom settings where
they will be learning in person from their assigned teachers and their friends. Subsequent, to
our closing in November out of the abundance of caution in the rising virus percentiles we have
been able to return students in 3-K through fifth grade, and students in all grade levels in
District 75 schools, back into classrooms. Similar to what our Chancellor wrote in his letter to
you, this is an important period in fulfilling our pledge to you: to provide safe, secure
environments in which our students can learn and grow. For these reasons, if we want blended
learning to work best for everyone, we need our children to come to school on their scheduled
in-person days. Blended learning students in grades 6 through 12 in all our schools, including
those participating in District 75 Inclusion Programs, will continue to learn remotely at this
time. Regrettably, the virus remains in many citywide communities. In contrast, we continue to
take a stand against those citywide rising percentiles. One step we are taking toward Safe
buildings is, our improved approach to the in-school testing protocol. In order to keep our
buildings open, we now require mandatory, weekly in-school testing for COVID-19 for a
randomly selected percentage of staff and students in grades 1 and higher.

What You Need to Know about Mandatory, In-School Testing

In order for your children to attend in-person learning, you must submit the consent form for
in-school COVID-19 testing by the first day your child returns to their school building.


Testing will continue to happen weekly for a random selection of staff and students
in your child’s school.



Any student in grade 1 or higher returning to school buildings must submit a consent
form for COVID-19 testing in school by their first day back in school buildings.



3-K, pre-K, and kindergarten students are excluded from random testing.



The test is quick, safe, and easy. If you have not submitted a consent form and your
child is learning in person, you must do so right away.
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It is important to note that if your child returns to school for in-person instruction without a
consent form on file, that you know the principals and school staff will contact you to obtain
consent. Please also note that students without consent forms on file, who do not have an
approved or pending medical or disability-based exemption, must be moved to fully remote
instruction. To consent see below:

Consent Form to Participate in Random COVID-19 Testing
Testing helps protect our schools and broader communities--learn more on our website.
If you already have a NYC Schools Account (NYCSA) account linked to your student(s): Log
in, click your student’s name, click “Manage Account,” and then when a dropdown menu
appears, click “Consent Forms.” Read the page, and then choose the consent option at the
end for your student.
If you do not already have a NYCSA account: You can create one right away! If you have an
account creation code from your school, you can create a full account in approximately five
minutes, and then provide consent as described above. If you do not have an account creation
code from your school, you can still provide your consent right away by clicking “Manage
Consent” under “COVID-19 Testing” and filling out your information and your child’s
information to provide consent.
2) Print and sign the attached form and bring it to your child’s school on the first day they are
back in the school building. A printable PDF file is available in ten languages at COVID-19
Testing for Students and Staff
We will continue to need your support in filling out the testing forms signed for testing
consent. Once again it is free, painless and results are available within 48 hours. They are
also confidential; only you will see your child’s results. We must follow this guidance to
battle against this and together we will succeed. See Link Below:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/nyc-schools-account
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Remember our Guiding Principles:
Health and Safety
No matter where we go, in school buildings, or elsewhere we should remain at
least 6 feet apart. We will continue to work with our schools to create
conditions that make physical distancing possible.

It is important that we continue to practice general prevention measures
including: washing our hands with soap and water often Avoid touching your
face with unwashed hands. Avoid shaking hands. Instead, wave or elbow
bump. Monitor your health more closely than usual for cold or flu symptoms.

Face coverings are required inside school buildings. Exceptions will be
developmentally-and age-appropriate, consistent with guidance of health
agencies, and paired with increased Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for
staff. NYCDOE is procuring and distributing appropriate PPE for students
and staff to use when inside school buildings.

If you or your child feels sick:
Stay home and call your doctor if you have symptoms like coughing, shortness
of breath, fever, sore throat. If you do not feel better in 24-48 hours, contact
your doctor. Do not go to school or to work until you have been fever-free for
at least 72 hours. If you need help getting medical care, call 311.
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Kindergarten applications became available on Thursday, December 10th. Children born
in 2016 can apply to Kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year. The application
deadline is Tuesday, January 19, 2021. We encourage all families to participate in
Kindergarten admissions, including children currently attending pre-K, students with
disabilities, English Language Learners, and students with accessibility needs. Families
can apply to Kindergarten in two ways: online at MySchools and over the phone by
calling 718-935-2009.
To learn more about kindergarten admissions, visit our Kindergarten enrollment page
Middle and high school admissions welcome letters will be mailed home this week.
Welcome letters provide families with instructions on how to set up a MySchools
account and add their child to it using their unique account creation code.
Welcome letters are also in the mail for all current 5th grade public DOE and charter
school families which began on Monday, December 14; students can also get their
welcome letter from their current school.
Please note, the middle school and high school applications are not yet open and
registration for Specialized High Schools testing and auditions has not yet opened, but
the welcome letter will help families prepare.

Parent University- See Link: Parent University (Open external link)
The Parent University is a new online platform that offers a catalog of courses, live events,
and activities to help connect with families and support students. The platform offers all
New York City parents and guardians’ access to live and on-demand courses and resources
across multiple subject areas and grade bands. Courses are available in multiple languages
and we’re working to expand the number of multilingual offerings.
All families, from early childhood to adult education, can create a free account and register
for workshops, attend an event, find training and more. There are currently 95+ courses
offered covering a wide range of topics including:



Remote Learning and Technology, Health and Wellness, Special Education, Multilingual
Learners, Early Childhood Education, Parent Leadership, School Buildings and
Operations, Adult Continuing Education
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FAMILY INFORMATION, RESOURCES & LINKS
Devices for Remote Learning
Do you need a device, need technical support or to fix a broken device, or are dealing with a
lost or stolen device? Call DOE’s IT Help desk at 718-935-5100 and press 5 to get assistance.
You can also get quick help online:
Browse tech support topics: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/technicaltools-and-support
File a tech support ticket: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/technicaltools-and-support/ipads-and-laptops/technical-support-for-families
Request a device: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/technical-tools-andsupport/ipads-and-laptops/ipad-requests
Get support with a DOE-issued iPad: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-athome/technical-tools-and-support/ipads-and-laptops/ipad-fixes
Issues with your Internet connection: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-athome/technical-tools-and-support/ipads-and-laptops/free-and-low-cost-internet-options

Free Meals for Students and Families
Holiday Service
There will be no food service available on the following dates:





December 25th (Christmas Day) and January 1st (New Year’s Day)
There will be food service available on the following dates from 12pm to 3pm only.
December 24th (Christmas Eve) and December 28th-31st (Including New Year’s Eve)
All families and students can continue to go to any school building between 9:00 a.m.
and noon on weekdays to pick up three free grab-and-go meals. No identification or
registration is necessary. Halal and kosher meals are available at some sites, which are
listed at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/food/community-meals.

From 3-5 p.m., New Yorkers of all ages can pick up free meals at 260 Community Meals sites
across the city. For a list of sites, please visit:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/food/community-meals
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Additional Technology Devices & Support

 If your child needs a Technical Device use the link here below:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/technical-tools-and-support/ipadrequests
 If you need Technical Support please use the link here below:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/technical-tool
support/technical- support-for-families

Thursday, December 24- January 1, 2021 Schools closed
Monday, January 18, 2021-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Stay Healthy and Safe
*We are here for you! A Community of ONE!
Superintendent Gorski: sgorski@schools.nyc.gov * Deputy Superintendent Lozada: RLozada@schools.nyc.gov
Field Support Liaison – Dan Purus: DPurus@schools.nyc.gov * Director of School Renewal – Emily Chang: EChang4@schools.nyc.gov
Family Leadership Coordinator – Alice Nieves-Garcia: ANievesGarcia@schools.nyc.gov * Family Support Coordinator – Shaila Walch:
SWalch@schools.nyc.gov
Administrative Assistant – Elizabeth Fernandez: EFernandez4@schools.nyc.gov
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